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572 THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. 

The instincts of mating, nest-building, and migration in birds furnish the 
chief data for the solution of the second problem, the inheritance of acquired 
characteristics, though the progress of humanity and heredity in man also 
furnish their quota of evidence. The conclusions are formulated in the 
following statement : " Though there may be no direct transmission of 
acquired characters, yet acquired modifications of structure may permit 
congenital variations of a similar kind, other variations being suppressed by 
natural selection." This purports to be a compromise between the two 
schools, but it looks very much like a complete surrender to Weismannism. 
For how acquired modifications of structure are to permit congenital varia- 
tions of a similar kind in the offspring, unless they are themselves directly 
transmitted, is not at all clear in itself, nor is it made so in the chapters 
which this statement summarizes. 

The work, as a whole, is valuable rather for its wealth of accumulated 
material than as a contribution to current theory. The form of presentation 
still shows traces of the diffuseness considered essential to the popular 
lecture ; but what is lost in conciseness is gained in clearness of expression 
and in interest. w B PlLLSBURY . 
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